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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY CHAMBER — PHOTOGRAPHER 

Point of Order — Matter of Privilege — Ruling by Speaker 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): Members, I remain on my feet to make a statement on a point of order 
raised by the member for Rockingham yesterday, which I took under standing order 109—as I indicated to you 
at the time, it is a matter of privilege—in relation to the photographs that appeared in an article in The Sunday 
Times newspaper of 13 November this year. I wish to make it clear that I have previously given approval for 
print media representatives to take photographs from the public gallery for the first 10 minutes in any question 
time. They are required to advise the Sergeant-at-Arms when they intend to take photographs. Access to the 
proceedings of the Legislative Assembly is subject to an undertaking to comply with a number of conditions. 
The general rules for the use of visual and audio feeds includes a provision that they shall be used only for the 
purposes of fair and accurate reports of proceedings, and must not be used for, among other things, satire, 
ridicule or denigration. Members, I can indicate to you that I have looked at the article in question and have not 
formed the view that there is any significant offence against the rules.  

Point of Order 

Mr M.P. WHITELY: I have a point of order in regards to that ruling. The photograph was taken of my empty 
seat to imply that I was not in the chamber on a regular basis. I do not know how that does not actually translate 
into ridicule. I would seek some guidance on the guidelines in relation to that, because the photo was taken of 
my empty seat when I ducked out of the chamber to pick up something from the photocopier. It was set up by the 
photographer from The Sunday Times coming up there and taking the opportunity to show my seat being vacant. 
I do not know how that does not translate into being used as a point of ridicule. 

The SPEAKER: I will take your point of order. 
 


